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Commodore In Financial Trouble 

03/28/94 NEW YORK, NEW YORK, U.S.A., 
1994 MAR 28 (NB) - Commodore International Ltd., 
has reported an $8.2 million loss in its second quarter 
and admitted it is at risk of financial collapse. 

A statement from Commodore said the computer 
maker, once one of the PC industry's leaders, is trying 
to negotiate a restructuring plan with creditors. "The 
Company continues to suffer from inadequate 
liquidity and there can be no assurance that the 
company can attract additional financial resources and 
complete a successful restructuring," said the 
statement. "In the absence of additional resources and 
a restructuring, the company may become subject to 
reorganization or other liquidation proceedings." 

A subsidiary, Commodore Business Machines 
(Australia), of Sydney, was placed in liquidation early 
in March, with total debts in the neighborhood of 
AUS$3 million (about US$2 million). 

In December, the Canadian subsidiary, 
Commodore Business Machines Ltd. of Toronto, 
turned over commercial sales and marketing of its 
Intel-based PC line to a Toronto-area company, 3D 
Microcomputers Wholesale and Distribution (Canada) 
Inc. Subsidiary President Doug MacGregor said the 
company was finding it hard to compete in the Intel- 
based PC market and wanted to concentrate on its 
proprietary Amiga line and its CD32 game machine. 
He said similar moves were being made by other 
Commodore subsidiaries. 

Commodore's CD-TV, a home entertainment 
device built around compact disk read-only memory 
(CD-ROM) and the works of an Amiga computer, did 
poorly in the market. The company has been hoping 
the newer CD32 would make a better showing. 

However, Commodore International's statement 
said poor economic conditions and a weak game 
market have hurt sales of the CD32, while the 
company's financial problems have constrained sales 
of all its products in the past quarter. Sales of the 
Amiga 1200 computer strengthened, officials said. 

Commodore's quarterly loss is actually smaller 
than in the corresponding period last year, but sales 
have also dropped substantially. 

In the quarter ended December 31, Commodore 



lost $8.2 million, or 25 cents per share, on sales of 
$70.1 million. This compares with a net loss of $77.2 
million, or $2.33 per share, on sales of $237.7 million 
in the second quarter last year. 

In the six months ended December 31, the 
company reported a $17.9 million or 54 cents-per- 
share net loss on sales of $152.7 million. In the first 
half of last year, Commodore lost $96.0 million, or 
$2.90 per share, on sales of $396.3 million. 

In footnotes to its quarterly financial statements, 
Commodore noted that it is in non-compliance with 
note agreements on $33 million in senior notes held 
by two institutional lenders, and a waiver from the 
lenders expired January 31. 

The company also said some suppliers have 
limited its credit and begun legal action. 

A company controlled by Commodore's 
chairman, Irving Gould, has loaned $7.5 million to the 
company and advanced another $9.9 million to buy 
components used in producing Commodore products. 
The $7.5 million loan is secured by accounts 
receivable and inventory, officials said, and the $9.9 
million advance has led to added secured indebtedness 

tO the Chairman's COmpany. (Grant Bucklcr/19940328/Press Contact: Hock Tan. 
Commodore, 215-431 -91001 

Compton's Multimedia Patent 
Overturned 

03/25/94 ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND, U.S.A., 
1994 MAR 25 (NB) - Patent and Trademark 
Commissioner Bruce Lehman has reversed the 
Compton's NewMedia multimedia patent, rejecting all 
41 claims. The November announcement by the 
Tribune subsidiary of its claims for royalties on any 
system that combined sound, images, and text stirred 
up a hornet's nest of protest in the computer industry. 

In August of 1993, Compton's was issued a 
patent number 5,241,671 for the "Multimedia search 
system using a plurality of entry path means which 
indicate inter relatedness of information." The patent 
essentially said Compton's invented multimedia, but 
the company waited until the computer trade show 
Comdex to announce the patent and a royalty payment 
schedule. 

The USPTO said strong reaction to the patent, in 
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part, prompted the re-examination 
although the office declined to 
comment on other factors 
involved. At the forefront of the 
fight was the Interactive 
Multimedia Association (IMA), a 
trade group with 260 member 
companies. 

The patent office has come 
under sharp criticism for issuing 
"broad, non-technical patents" and 
the Compton's patent isn't the 
first. The office is also re- 
examining a similar patent granted 
to educational multimedia 
software developer Optical Data 
Corporation (ODC) of New Jersey 
for "Curriculum planning and 
publishing methods," which has 
also come under fire. 

Philip Dodds, executive 
director of the IMA said, 
"Commissioner Bruce Lehman 
and the USPTO are to be 
commended for taking this action. 
Their willingness to re-examine 
overly broad patents is certainly 
encouraging." 

As part of the re-examination 
process, the USPTO held public 
hearings in San Jose, California 
and Arlington, Virginia. Some 
concern was expressed by the IMA 
that multimedia publishers not 
present all their evidence at the 
hearings, as it would then not be 
admissible in court should some of 
the Compton's claims be upheld 
by the USPTO. 

However, that didn't happen 
as all 41 of Compton's claims 
were overturned. Most of the 
claims were rejected based on the 
submission of The HyperCard 
Handbook along with several 
previous patents as examples of 
prior art. "This is a real victory for 
developers and publishers of 
multimedia titles," Dodds asserted. 

As a preventative measure in 
issuing overly broad computer 
software patents, the IMA is 
recommending some steps be 
taken. The trade group said it 
would like to see better trained 
examiners in the section of the 
USPTO that reviews the software 
patent applications, an improved 



software prior art database 
available to examiners and the 
public, and pre-grant publication 
of patent applications to open the 
patent process up to public view. 

(Lin* Rohrbough/19940325/Pres8 Contact: RuthFord. United States 
Department of Commerce Patent and Trademark Office, tel 703-305- 
8600, fax 703-305-8240; David Kaufer. Kaufer Miller 
Communications for the Interactive Multimedia Association, tel 206- 
450-9965. fax 206-450-9963; Ken Christie, Interactive Multimedia 
Association. 410-626-1380) 

Commodore Australia 
Is No More 

03/11/94 SYDNEY, 
AUSTRALIA, 1994 MAR 11 
(NB) -- Commodore Business 
Machines (Australia), the one-time 
big shot of mass market personal 
computing, has gone into 
liquidation following a creditor's 
meeting last s week. Accountant 
firm Ferrier-Hodgson confirmed 
the company was put into 
liquidation last Friday. 

Hodgson's Max Donnely was 
called in last month to act as 
administrator when it became 
insolvent after Westpac Bank 
indicated it would not roll over 
CBM's bills. The total debt is 
believed to be around AUS$3M 
(US$2M) with a similar amount 
owed to Commodore International. 

In mid-February Commodore 
Australia was put up for sale 
although the Australian 
distribution rights for Commodore 
computers were not included in the 
offer. Ferrier-Hodgson said there 
were potential takers but the 
decision was made to liquidate the 
company. Most of the warehouse 
stock has been sold off. 

From now on distribution of 
Commodore Amiga computers 
will be handled by Commodore 
Asia Pacific, headed by Pat Byrne 
who was MD of the failed 
Commodore Australia. He said he 
has no financial interest in 
Commodore Asia Pacific, 
Commodore Australia, or the 
company which will service 
Commodore machines from now 
on, Compu-Aid. 

Industry observers say the 
new company appears to have 
obtained the stock of the failed 
company, so supply should not be 



a problem. They also noted that 
during the past few weeks there 
have been stories of dealers 
receiving Commodore computers 
without insides, or even boxes 

WithOUt COmpUterS. (Stuart Kennedy, CDN and 
PaulZucker/19940311) 

Intel Cries Foul In 
Pentium -PowerPC 
Demo At CeBit 

03/25/94 HANOVER, 
GERMANY, 1994 MAR 25 (NB) 
~ How do you know when you've 
got a product that has the 
competition worried? The answer, 
according to IBM and Motorola, is 
when your PowerPC technology 
beats Intel's Pentium chipset in a 
side-by-side comparison. 

Intel appears to have been so 
upset at IBM and Motorola's 
PowerPC display at the Cebit 
Computer Faire, which closed this 
week after a seven-day run, that it 
brought in its legal bigwigs to stop 
the demonstration at the end of the 
show. 

IBM and Motorola were 
staging a Pentium and PowerPC 
set of benchmark comparisons 
running on their stands. IBM 
compared an Apple PowerPC and 
a Pentium-based PC running the 
same Windows 3.1 application, 
while Motorola compared the two 
machines running under the 
Windows NT operating system 
environment. 

With the backing of its 
lawyers, Intel approached IBM 
and Motorola with the claim that 
product comparisons of this type 
were illegal in Germany. Intel's 
senior vice president for corporate 
strategy, quoted in Computer 
Weekly today, said: "It wasn't a 
fair comparison." 

According to Intel, the 
comparison was unfair since it was 
promoting die size, chip cost, and 

Continued onpage 4 



Software For Sale 



Politically incorrect C-64 software. 
Demo Program #1 $3.00. Arctech 
Soft, P.O. Box 5691 1, North Pole 
AK 99705-6911 
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CBM Happenings 



Fender Tucker Swamped with submissions • Fender 
sends his apologies for the delay in reviewing your 
submissions. LOADSTAR relies on your submissions to 
continue publishing. We don't take them lightly. Please 
be patient with us. LOADSTAR Gets A New 800 
Number • From now on when calling for any 
LOADSTAR product, please use our new toll-free 
number, 1-800 594-3370. Each Softdisk publication now 
has its own number. LOADSTAR LIBRARY 
UPDATES No More • We are proud to announce that 
the database for LOADSTAR Library has overflowed. 
We will "very soon" publish a final version of the 
LOADSTAR Library that covers issues 1-120 . After 
that, who knows? LOADSTAR Library has also been a 
tech support nightmare. Any time we ask thousands of 
readers to write to a disk, we're asking for hundreds of 
calls about "write errors," "file not founds" and the like. 
CREATIVE PIXELS Releases A New Game For The 
C-64 • A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A PREHISTORIC 
MAN is scheduled for release on April 8, 1994. Join 
your host, Salisbury Smythe, in a world premiere 
television documentary. As the documentary continues, 
the player participates in the daily routines of a 
prehistoric caveman. This includes bone collecting, 
saving your mate from cave apes, discovering fire, and 
dodging dinosaurs. The game is a mixture of arcade 
action, adventure, and comedy. Creative Pixels: P.O. 
Box 592, Library PA 15129. New HP 600X300 DPI 
Inkjet Printers Cheap! • J&R Computer world is 
advertising the new HP DeskJet 520 B&W Inkjet printer 
for $299. The new DeskJet 560C Color InkJet printer is 
listed at $579.95. The 560C sports 600x300 dpi printing 
in black & white, and 300x300 dpi printing in color. 
Both printers have 100-sheet feeders and can hold 20 
envelopes. Note: serious geoPublish users should go for 
a postscript printer. J&R Computer World: Department 
D02, 59-50 Queens-Midtown Expressway, Maspeth 
NY 11376-9896, 800/221-8180 1-718-417-3743. 

Disks A Decade Old? Maybe You 
Should Copy Them And Avoid 
Using The Original 

This is new territory. We received a call from a 
subscriber who used a copy protected program. He 
was never able to back it up, and used it for almost ten 
years. Suddenly he was getting disk errors, not just 
just on said disk, but all disks. A technician had to 
scrub a patch of glue and disk media off of the 1541 
head. It had become unglued from the disk, and 
wouldn't you know it — stuck to his head. All disks 
are not made alike. This warning may not apply to 
Kodak Disks but maybe to bargain basement disks. 




dieHard March 1994 

"The Flyer For Commodore 8-bitters" 

March's issue contained the usual potpourri of 
articles and features. Paving the way was their 
third annual reader survey. We'd like to see the 
results of that. They also did a head to head 
comparison of income three tax programs, 
including our own TAX ACCOUNTANT, by 
Barbara Schulak. Zowie! I do believe this is only 
the second time I've ever seen a LOADSTAR 
program mentioned in any magazine. They've 
started a CP/M column. There were type-in 
programs, a Mach 128 discussion, question & 
answer columns and the usual tutorials and 
editorials. Plus, if you really squint, you can see 
the word "Loadstar" on the cover! 



the Uncle 
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The Underground 

"The 8-bit, 9-pin Commodore Mini-Mag" 

The first issue of the Underground mag 
arrived at Softdisk, and was a pleasant surprise. It 
wasn't as slick as dieHard, but was laid out in a 
more orderly and consistent manner. It has the 
consistency that I hope to bring to the LOADSTAR 
LETTER - one day. 

The mag was 28 pages, and had many BASIC 
and how-to articles. There was a screen stasher 
and geoZone, and a ahem, I did notice two 
department names such as "Bits and Bytes" and 
"Soapbox," but we'll call off the corporate lawyers 
since we're nice guys. 

It was a great first effort. If enough people 
sign on, it's sure to stay. I just hope that Scott 
Eggleston, the publisher, buys a 24-pin or laser 
printer with the proceeds. 

The Underground 

4574 Via Santa Maria 

Santa Maria, CA 93455 

1 year (six issues) $11.00. Outside the US$21.50 
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average power consumption. An 
Intel spokesman told Newsbytes 
that the fundamental problem was 
that IBM and Motorola were 
comparing their 0.6 microchip 
technology with an 0.8 micron 
Pentium chipset, despite the fact 
that Intel is now manufacturing 0.6 
microchips. 

Intel has pointed out that its 
0.6 micron Pentium chipset is 
actually superior to the PowerPC 
technology on grounds of power 
consumption (four watts as against 
the PowerPC's six watts). On the 
pricing subject, Intel cites standard 
supply and demand marketing, 
quoting the example of the Apple 
Mac computer, where cheaper 
processors (than Intel's equivalent) 
are used, yet Apple charges a 
higher price. 

Tobias Thuemmler, 
Motorola's marketing manager for 
Central Europe, meanwhile, claims 
that the comparisons were fair. He 
said that the aim of the display was 
to show consumers that there is an 
alternative to the Pentium chipset. 
"Intel is stung and this is a forceful 

reaction," he Said. (Steve Gold/19940325/Press& 
Public Contact: Intel UK - Tel: +44- 793-696000) 

Australian Computer 
Maker Shoots Pentium 
In The Foot 

03/25/94 SYDNEY, 
AUSTRALIA, 1994 MAR 25 
(NB) — There was high drama at 
the Regent Hotel in Sydney 
yesterday. Local PC manufacturer 
Osborne had assembled the 
computer press to let them in on a 
little secret — there are cheaper 
ways of getting a fast PC than 
buying a Pentium. 

Osborne boss John Linton 
went for the power switch on a 
new Osborne 100MHz Intel DX/4 
machine. "It could go off like a 
grenade," he warned. Linton had 
just enlightened the group to some 
"facts, myths and outright lies" 
surrounding Intel's 60 and 66MHz 
Pentium chips, which are already 
under attack from Apple 
Computer, comparing them 



unfavorably to its PowerMac 
machines running with Motorola 
PowerPC chips. 

The star of the show was a 
lowly Osborne Intel SX/33 
machine that was given a quick 
chip change and transformed into a 
fire-breathing 100MHz DX/4. To 
speed up the proceedings Linton 
made the macho move of ordering 
the heatsink to be left off, resulting 
in a near meltdown 10 minutes 
later. 

The point of the exercise was 
to demonstrate that a 100MHz 
DX/4- equipped box is as fast, and 
very much cheaper than its 
Pentium cousin. In a speed test on 
a Corel Draw file the DX/4 ran at 
the same speed as the Pentium 
machine, yet there was a 
AUS$1000 difference in price 
(around US$720). 

Linton said the 64-bit 
Pentium is crippled by its 32-bit 
PCI bus and that the 486 
motherboards have the benefit of 
years of development and 
optimization. Linton said the 
Pentium was "ropey as hell" and 
that "anyone buying a Pentium 
chip and sticking it on a 32-bit bus 
is not very intelligent. But if you 
want to buy a Pentium, I'll sell you 

One ! (Stuart Kennedy and Computer Daily News/19940325) 

HP Intros New 600 dpi 
Deskjets, Colorsmart 
Drivers 

03/03/94 PALO ALTO, 
CALIFORNIA, U.S.A., 1994 
MAR 3 (NB) - Hewlett- Packard 
has announced it is discontinuing 
four of its popular Deskjet printers 
and replacing the models with 
Deskjets that deliver higher print 
quality at twice the print 
resolution. 

The new 600 by 300 dots-per- 
inch (dpi) Deskjet 520 printer 
replaces the company's 300 dpi 
Deskjet 500 model for the IBM 
and compatible personal computer 
(PC) platform. A Macintosh 
model, the Deskwriter 520, offers 
the same print quality to 



Macintosh users replacing the 
Deskwriter printer model. Both 
models are $365. 

Color versions of the new 
printers ~ the DeskJet 560C for 
PCs and the DeskWriter 560C for 
Macintosh — offer the same print 
resolution as their black printer 
counterparts. The Deskjet 560C 
replace the company's Deskjet 
550C model. The new models are 
retail priced at $719. 

The new HP models work 
with both plain paper and a wide 
variety of other types of media, 
including glossy paper and 
transparencies. 

The printers also feature HP's 
new Colorsmart technology, which 
automatically makes color choices 
that enhance the quality of text, 
charts and photographs, 
optimizing the color for the printed 
page. Using object identification 
and automation technologies, the 
printer analyzes the page to 
recognize text, graphic and 
photographic elements, then sets 
its own controls to perform 
optimally for each element. HP 
says the end result is more vivid 
graphics, including more lifelike 
photographic images, while 
keeping the crispness desired for 
color text. Colorsmart is also 
compatible with application-based 
and operating-system-based color 
management systems, such as 
Apple Computer's Colorsync. 

In black printing models, 
Colorsmart also can convert color 
to up to 256 levels of grayscale, to 
optimize contrast and clarity for 
black-and-white reproduction of 
color graphics and images. Users 
may also take advantage of a 
manual override function to create 
custom effects. 

HP is also offering the 
Colorsmart technology to owners 
of its other color printers via 
software drivers for color printing 
under Microsoft Windows. The 
drivers are available now for 
owners of Deskjet 500C, 550C, 
and 1200C printers and PaintJet 
XL300 color printers. A 
Macintosh version of the ColorSmart 
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driver also is available for 
Deskwriter C and 550C 
printers. Users may order an 
upgrade kit from the HP 
Forum on CompuServe or 
directly from HP by calling 
toll-free. 

HP officials said the 
company plans to announce 
Colorsmart products for 
Adobe's Postscript page 
description language with 
Adobe later this year as well 
as Windows and Macintosh 
software drivers for other 
Deskjet and Deskwriter 
printers this fall. A 
Colorsmart Windows driver 
for the DesignJet 650C color 
inkjet plotter has already been 
announced for availability this 
summer. 

For PCs, the Deskjet 
520 and 560C printers include 
Centronics parallel interfaces 
and ship with drivers for 
Windows 3.1. The drivers 
shipped with the printers are 
compatible with Windows 
Print Manager, which reduces 
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lock-out time so users can 
return to their applications 
quickly after sending a print 
command. 

For Macintosh users, 
the Deskwriter 520 and 560C 
printers include Appletalk and 
serial interfaces and are 
compatible with Systems 6.07 
and above. Another $249 
buys the Postscript option 
adding Postscript Level 2 
printing capability, HP said. 

Palo Alto, California- 
headquartered Hewlett- 
Packard is the leader in the 
world of inkjet printers selling 
approximately 57 percent of 
all the black printing inkjet 
printers and 80 percent of all 
color inkjet printers 
worldwide in 1993. The 
company said it shipped more 
than five million Deskjet 
printers worldwide last year. 

(Linda Rohrbougtl/19940303/Press Contact: Cathy 
Plant. Hewlett- Packard, tcl 619-592-8546; Jeri 
FHnn. Copithorne & Bellows, Jeri Flinn, tel 415- 
966-8700, fax 415-965-7686: Public Contact: HP 
Sales. 800-752-0900: Colorsmart Printer Driver 
Order Line, HP. tel 303-353-7650, fax 800-344- 
4809/PHOTO) 



From the home office in Shreveporl! I he Top len 
Reasons To Buy Jeff Jones' Smash, Soundscapes? 



10. Curiosity! Jeff must do something right! 

9. Say, you've gotta support C-64 programmers! 

8. Taxes! The IRS man has an AK-47 
pointed at Jeff's head. You have to 
sell 400 tapes to pay his 1993 taxes! 

7. His tape contains no gangsta rap or acid rock 

6. Politically correct: Contains no words! 

5. Family Values: Contains Canon for Jeff's 
7-year old daughter, Darian. 

4. Great for insomniacs! Soothes you to sleep. 

3. Contains no lip synching! 

2. It contains no backward masking! 

1. Jeff wasn't kidding about reason #8! 

Hear programmer and synthesist, Jeffrey L. Jones of 
LOADSTAR fame, masterfully play his keyboards 
and digital horn, 60 minutes of original music. 
Recorded on a quality Maxell Chrome tape with 
Dolby C HX PRO. This album was created with 
some of the latest technology, with 16-bit sound and 
24-bit effects. SOUNDSCAPES is not SID music. 
Each tape produced entirely by Jeff Jones. 
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CREATIVE MUSICIAN COALITION 

1024 W. Wilcox Avenue 

Peoria, IL 61604 

Credit card orders:1-800-882-4CMC (4262) 

$8.95 + $2.50 Shipping ltem# JONES 100-C TAPE 



COMPUTER REPAIR 



BEAR 
TECHNOLOGIES 




C-64:$40.00 1541:$54.95 64C:$50.00 
1541-ll:$64.95 C-128:$64.95 C128D:$74.95 1581:$64.95 

ETC... 

We Also Repair IBM Clones, Sega Genesis, Nintendo 
For more info call: 

BEAR TECHNOLOGIES 

Computer Sales, Service & Repair 

1005 McKean Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19148 

21 5-336-5295 1 -800-755-5295 
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Q: What do all of these drives 

have in common? 
A: They all perform at their best 

with The Compression Kit. 
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The Compression Kit 

Backup System 
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1581 



7 HOT Must Have Utilities 

/ Filemaster: Copy, move, delete, and replace files 
t with ease. (The in house favorite.) 

/ PrOCOpy: Copy 1541/1 571/1 581 disks and CMD 
y native partitions (Single or dual drives.) 

/ AfChiver: The consumate file backup utility. 
1 (It's so powerful arid" easy to use, it'll make you scream!) 
V 1541 Disk Boa: Squeeze those 1541 5.25" SS/DD 
V Disks into convenient backup files (Backup those disks.) 

/ 1571 Disk Boa: Squeeze your 1571 5.25" DS/DD Disks 
1 into convenient backup files (That means both sides folks.) 

/ 1581 Disk Boa: Squeeze those big 1581 3.5" DS/DD 
^1 Disks into convenient backup files. 

• CMD Native Boa: Backup your CMD Native Partitions 
y with confidence (Safeguard your valuable data.) 

All utilities include a full featured 3 stage verify. 

Menu driven - No cryptic command codes. 

Includes a full sized custom 3 ring binder with a 50+ 

page, easy to understand User's Manual. 

Please enclose check or money order for !j>OiJ.iJD 

plus shipping and send to: 






CMD FD 2000/4000 



RAMIIhk 
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CMD RAMLink 



CMD RAMDrive 




Mad Man Software 
1400 East College Drive 
Cheyenne, Wy.82007 



(307) 632-1178 Information 



U.S. Mail I P.O. Box 

$5.00 



UPS 

Ground $4.00 

2nd Day (U.S.) $6.50 (AK.HI) $10.50 

Next Day (U.S.) $15.50 (AKHI) $20.50 
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Quest for Adventure 

Over 25 opponents • 12 Classes • 5 Spellcasters • Over 50 Spells 



Mouse or Joystick required 
Specify 1541 or 1571 drive 



w 



Send Check or 
Money order to: 

$19.95 



Russian Wyatt 

8614 Bramble Ln #203 

Randallstown, MD 21133 



dieHard 

the Flyer for commodore 8bitters 



The perfect way to stay connected 
to the commodore world! ! 



Subscribe today! !i 



! 



Each issue of dieHard comes packed with information to make your commodore work better for you and help 
keep you connected to other commodore dieHards. Here's what you'll get with your subscription to dieHard: 



Tips on all major commodore 
software and hardware like 
GEOS, Super Snapshot, Laser 
Printing, Fleet System, and 

more!!! 

Programming tutorials. Our 
Basic BASIC column is 
introducing many readers for 
the first time to BASIC 
programming. 



Check out these savings! 
With as much as 49% off 
the cover price of $2.95 you 
can't afford not to 
subscribe! And don't forget 
the companion disk -- The 
Spinner! Subscribe today 
and save! 



Please allow 6 to 8 weeks for delivery of 
first issue. Make check or money order 
payable to dieHard. Idaho residents must 
add 5% sales tax. 



Our annual public domain issue 
reviews the available software in 
the public domain and passes the 
best on to you. 

Our annual Rarities issue lists all 
sources of commodore 
equipment so you can find that 
program or piece of hardware that 
you've been looking for. 



cb 



Type-in programs and more type-in 
programs!!! 

Information on: 

telecommunicating 

music on your commodore 

printing 

memory management 

AND MORE!!! 



&* 



Become a permanent member of our dieHard family with a full subscription. Share 
with us in further exploration of your commodore computer! ! ! ! 



□ 



One Year, (10 issues) 

$16.97 

that's 42% off the 



□ 



cover price! 



One Year, (10 issue) 

with the Spinner 

companion disk 

$49.97 



Name- 



Address - 
City 



ST- 



Zip- 



□ 



□ 



Two Years, (20 issues) 

$29.97 

that's 49% off the 

cover price!!! 

Two Years, (20 issues) 

with the Spinner 

companion disk 

$94.97 



□ 
□ 



Payment Enclosed 



Bill Me 



Mail to. 

dieHard 

P.O.Box 392 

Boise. ID 83701 -0392 



Please make check or money order payable to dieHard . Idaho residents must add 5% sales tax. 



SOFTWARE SUPPORT 

INTERNATIONAL 

We Stock America's Largest Selection Of C-64/C-128 



Thousands of Commodore. Oztmers Choose, lis 
As Their One Stop Supplier . Heres 'Why! 

* Largest Selection of Commodore Software in the U.S.A.! 

After six years in business, nobody in the Commodore market 
is more committed to your Commodore than we are. We have 
well over 225,000 pieces of hard to get software in stock to 
service your every need. If you've heard of a product, odds are 
that we can locate it for you. And, we stock most major 
Commodore titles that are still in production. 

* Hardware & Peripherals. 

Although we can't get keyboards and disk drives any longer, 
we can offer disks, modems, cables, interfaces, and much 
more. 

* Used Software Selection. 

Our regular customers know how to stretch their software 
dollars shopping our Used Software Listings. 

* Un-Advertised Specials. 

Our regular customers enjoy VIP service and great bargains 
that are hard to pass up. 

* Expert Technical Support. 

As a regular Software Support customer, you have access to 
the most knowledgeable Commodore technical departments 
in the country. Of this, we're darn proud. 

* Friendly & Courteous Order Takers. 

You'll have a hard time finding order takers as anxious to help 
you as Sandy, Mike and Claressa. 

* Fast Order Processing. 

Thanks to our automated computer system, huge inventory 
and efficient shipping staff, most orders are processed the 
same day. 

* Walk In Sales Department. 

We welcome visitors to our warehouse outlet. The same great 
deals are available and best of all, no shipping charges. 

* Worldwide Distributor Of Major Products. 

Ever hear of Maverick, Super Snapshot, Super 1750 Clone, 
and the 1581 Toolkit? We've been actively involved in the 
ground up production and world-wide distribution of these 
and many other fine Commodore products. 

* Purchase From Us With Confidence. 

We were very pleased when 
the Better Business Bureau 
came to us and told us that our 
outstanding reputation quali- 
fied us as members in their or- 
ganization. We're here to stay, 
not a fly by night, here today 
and gone tomorrow outfit. 

* Extensive Catalog. 

Our contacts at other mail or- 
der companies have told us that 
producing a catalog such as ours 
is too time consuming and worst 
of all - too expensive. We say 
it's the least we can do for our 
customers, and wouldn't have 
it any other way. Simply call or 
write for your free copy. 
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GAMES 

Leaderboard Golf $9.97 

Beachhead Triple Pack $9.97 

Nord & Bert $12.97 

Ms. Pacman $9.97 

Trump Castle Casino $9.97 

Bureaucracy 128 $12.97 

Defender of the Crown $9.97 

Beyond Zork 128 $12.97 

4 x 4 Off Road Racing $4.97 

Sega Arcade Smash Hits $14.97 

Adventure Creator $7.97 

Wheel Fortune 1-2-3 Bundle $9.97 

EDUCATIONAL 

Thinking Cap $12.97 

Stickybear Math $9.97 

Carmen U.S.A $26.97 

Typing Tutor 3 $12.97 

Word Attack $9.97 

Reader Rabbit $9.97 

Sky Travel $19.97 

Lovejoy Prep For SAT $12.97 

Word Spinner $9.97 

PRODUCTIVITY 

Super 1750 Clone $99.95 

Newsroom $14.97 

Certificate Maker $14.97 

Cadpak 64 $14.97 

Mach 128 Cart $24.97 

Paperclip III 64/128 $29.97 

Printmaster Plus $19.97 

Superbase 64 or 128 $24.97 

Video Title Shop $19.97 

Word Writer 3 $9.97 

Outrageous Pages $24.97 

Bob's Term Pro 64 $19.97 



Items Listed Above Do Not Include Shipping. Call Or Write For Your Free 
Catalog Listing Hundreds Of Products And Special Offers For Your 
Computer. Our Order Takers Are On Duty 6:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
M - F and 7:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Sat. - Pacific Time. 



SOFTWARE 



supponf 



Software Support Int. 
2700 N.E. Andresen Rd. 
Suite A-10 

Vancouver, Wa 98661 
(206) 695-1393 



CALL TOLL FREE TODAY! 



Major Credit Cards Accepted. 



p«HHHHH«lHHHHH»»HH»^^ 



mw-s-iMm 



The CMP Commitment Continues with More NEW Products and Prices 
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RAMLink Power-Backed REU 



RAMLinkwith OMB RAMCard $189.95 

RAMLinkwith 1 MB RAMCard $229.95 

RAMLink with 4MB RAMCard $349.95 

Real-Time-Clock for RAMCard (Optional) ..$30.00 

RAMLink Battery Back-up (Optional) $24.95 

Parallel Cable (RAMLinktoHD) $14.95 



HD Series SCSI Hard Disk Drives 



HD-40, 52 MB (Limited Supply) $395.00 

HD40, 85 MB (Special Edition) $495.00 

HD-100, 170 MB (Special Edition) $595.00 

HD-200, 245 MB (Special Edition) $695.00 

HD-345 / 500 / 1000 $795 / $995 / $1295 



FD Series 3.5 Floppy Disk Drives 



FD-2000 (800K and 1 .6 MB) $1 79.95 

FD-4000 (800K, 1.6 MB and 3.2 MB) $249.95 

FD Real-Time-Clock Option $20.00 

Box of 10, High Density Disks (1.6MB) $14.95 

Box of 10, Enhanced Density Disks (3.2 MB) .. $40.00 



JiffyDOS 



(Specify computer and drive serial number) 

JiffyDOS C64/SX-64System $49.95 

JiffyDOS C-1 28/1 28-D System $59.95 

Additional Drive ROM's $24.95 



Miscellaneous Hardware 



SID Symphony Stereo Cartridge $39.95 

| GeoCable Compatible Print Cable $20.00 

2+1 Cartridge Port Expander $45.00 

Xetec Super Graphix Sr $60.00 

IEEE Flashl 64 IEEE Interface $90.00 

Quicksilver 128 IEEE Interface $120.00 

CMD's C-1351 Compatible SmartMouse $49.95 

24-pin Epson-compatible Printer $199.00 

C-64, C-64C Power Supply (Repairable) ...$39.00 

C-128 Power Supply (Repairable) $45.00 

1581/1541-11 Power Supply $25.00 

Magnavox 1CM135 Monitor $299.00 



Telecommunications 



Dialogue 128 $29.00 

SpeedTerm (Abacus) $25.00 

SwiftLink RS-232 Cartridge (Upb38^Kbaud) ..$39.95 

SwiftLink Modem Cable (DB9-DB25) $9.95 

Commodore 1660 Modem (300 baud) $10.00 

BOCA 2400 Baud Modem $79.00 

BOCA 2400 w/SwiftLink and Cable $1 19.00 

BOCA 14.4K Baud Modem $199.00 

BOCA 14.4K w/SwiftLink & Cable $229.00 



CMD's C-1351 Compatible SmartMouse $49.95 

GEOS 64 V2.0 $44.00 

GEOS 128V2.0 $49.00 

geoCalc 64 or geoFile 64 $40.00 

geoCalc 128orgeoFile 128 $45.00 

geoProgrammer $45.00 

geoPublish $40.00 

geoChart $29.00 

Desk Pack Plus $29.00 

FONTPACK $25.00 

International FONTPACK $25.00 

geoBASIC $20.00 

BeckerBASIC $20.00 

RUN GEOS Companion $20.00 

RUN GEOS Power Pak I or II (Specify) $20.00 

gateWay/64 or 128 (GEOS Desktop) $29.95 

Collette Utilities (Handy Geos Utilities) $19.95 

Perfect Print LQ for GEOS (Laser-like oulput)$49.95 

geoMakeBoot (Makes Bootable copies) $1 2.95 

geoShell V2.2 (CLI for GEOS) $24.95 

Dweezil Greatest Hits <Newiboii2£timpjjbdi28) . $30.00 



Aerojet $12.00 

Airborne Ranger $16.00 

Atomino $1 7.00 

Ballistix $13.00 

Blackjack Academy $12.00 

Blood Money $15.00 

Chompl $10.00 

Conflict in Vietnam $16.00 

F-15 Strike Eagle $16.00 

F-19 Stealth Fighter $20.00 

Keith Van Eran's Pro Soccer $15.00 

Laser Squad $1 3.00 

Last Ninja II $15.00 

Mainframe $13.00 

Marble Madness $13.00 

Menace $1 5.00 

Navy Seal $10.00 

Red Storm Rising $16.00 

Rings of Medusa $1 6.00 

RUN C1 28 Funpak $1 5.00 

RUN C64 Gamepak $1 5.00 

Silent Service $16.00 

Skate or Die $13.00 

The Amazing Spider-Man $1 5.00 

The President Is Missingl $10.00 

The Three Stooges $1 0.00 

Tie Break Tennis $16.00 

Total Eclipse $10.00 

Ultima III, IV. V (Please Specify) $17.00 

Wizardry V $24.00 



Productivity Continued 



Suberbase 64 Version 3.01 (Precision) $35.00 

Superbase 128 Version 3.01 (Precision) ....$35.00 

PowerPlan 64 (Abacus) $16.00 

SwiftCalc 64 (Timeworks) $16.00 

Cadpak64 (Abacus) $22.00 

Cadpak 128 (Abacus) $25.00 

Chartpak 64 (Abacus) $17.00 

Charlpak 128 (Abacus) $25.00 

RUN Productivity Pak I, II, or III (Specify) ... $15.00 

RUN Super Starter Pak 1541 or15B1 $20.00 

RUN Works $20.00 

Sky Travel (Astronomy) $20.00 



Languages/Compilers 



BASIC 64 Compiler (Abacus) $17.00 

BASIC 128 Compiler (Abacus) $25.00 

Blitzl 64 Compiler (Skyles) $30.00 

Blitzl 128 Compiler (Skyles) $30.00 

Cobol 64 (Abacus) $17.00 

Fortran 64 (Abacus) $1 7.00 

Pascal 64 (Abacus) $17.00 



CMD Utilities $24.95 

JiffyMON (ML Monitor) $19.95 

Big Blue Reader V4.10 $39.00 

The Compression Kit (Mad Man S'ware) .... $39.00 



Music/MIDI Software 



Productivity 



Dr. T KCS64 & Model-T Midi Interface .... $105.00 
Dr. T KCS128 & Model-T Midi Interface .. $149.00 

Dr. T Algorithmic Composer $20.00 

Dr.T4-OPMIDI Ed/Lib $20.00 

Dr. T CZ-Rider MIDI Ed/Lib $20.00 

Dr.TDX-7MIDI Ed/Lib $20.00 



Pocket Writer 2 (64 or 128) (Digital Sol.) .... $59.00 
Pocket Writer 3 (64 or 128) (Digital Sol.) .... $69.00 

Pocket Planner 2 or Pocket Filer 2 $29.00 

Word Writer 6 (Timeworks) $30.00 

Super Script 64 or 128 (Precision) $1 5.00 

Data Manager 2 (Timeworks) $1 6.00 



Superbase - The Book 

1541 Repair and Maintenance Guide 

Anatomy of the 1541 

C128 Tricks and Tips 

C-128 Peeks and Pokes 

C128 Computer Aided Design 
Commodore 64 Tricks and Tips 

Graphics Book for the C-64 

Printer Book for the C64 

Ideas for Use on Your C-64 
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Hickory-Dickory-Dock, SmartMouse has got a Clock! 

For years, Commodore set the standard with the 1351 Mouse. Now CMD has set a new standard with the SmartMouse 
Gauranteed 100% 1351 compatible, the SmartMouse does everything the C-1 351 does and more! This highly-intelligent 
device includes a built-in battery-backed Real-Time Clock, and a double-click feature for GEOS. Plus, it comes with a 
. complete set of utilities, including: Auto-exec for setting the GEOS clock, a Desk Accessory for setting the mouse clock 
| from GEOS, and BASIC utilities for setting the clock and displaying time and date on screen. In addition to new features, 
| the SmartMouse's ergonomic design makes it lighter, smoother and smaller than its outdated counterpart. So, if your old 
* mouse is losing the rat-race, get out of that trap with SmartMouse! 
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SCSI Hard Drive for the C64 & C128 



HD Series Hard Drives are available in capacities up to 200 MB, 
are fully partitionable, andean emulate 1541, 1571, & 1581 
disks while Native partitions utilize MSDOS-style subdirectories. 
HD's connect easily to the serial bus or parallel via RAMLink. 
Includes built-in JiffyDOS, SWAP feature and Real-Time-Clock. 
HD Series Drives offer superior compatibility with most 
commercial software including BBS, Productivity and GEOS. And with new pricing, HD 
Series drives offer the lowest cost/MB of any C64/128 stora ge device. 
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Shipping and Handling Charges 

Use the chart below to match your order subtotal with your shipping zone and method. 



ass 
1? 





Continental United States 








Order Subtotal 


UPS 
Ground 


2nd 
Day 


Next 
Day 


AK 
HI, PR 


Canada 


Foreign 


$0.01 -$19.99 


$3.00 


$8.00 


$17.00 


$12.00 


$5.00 


$15.00 


$20.00-$29.99 


$5.00 


$9.00 


$18.00 


$14.00 


$7.00 


$20.00 


$30.00-$59.99 


$6.00 


$10.00 


$20.00 


$15.00 


$9.00 


$25.00 


$60.00-$1 49.99 


$8.00 


$12.00 


$23.00 


$19.00 


$12.00 


$35.00 


$150.00-$299.99 


$10.00 


$14.00 


$27.00 


$21.00 


$20.00 


$50.00 


$300.00-$799.99 


$15.00 


$20.00 


$34.00 


$27.00 


$25.00 


$55.00 


$800.00 + 


$20.00 


$25.00 


$40.00 


$32.00 


$35.00 


$60.00 




UPS CO.D. add $5.00 (U.S./PR only) 







Creative Micro Designs, Inc. Orders: (800) 638-3263 



Info: (413) 525-0023 



I P.O. Box 646, E. Longmeadow, MA 01028 
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1 .6 MB and 3.2 MB 3.5" Floppy Disk Drives j 

The FD-2000 and FD-4000 disk drives utilize today's latest 3.5 

inch technology. FD-2000's support 800K (1581 style) and 

1.6 MB (High Density) formats, while the FD-4000's offer 

support for the 3.2 MB (Enhanced Density) format as well. Fast 

and reliable, they support 1541, 1571 and 1581 stylepartitions, 

Native Mode partitioning and can actually read and write 1581 

in JiffyDOS, SWAP button and optional RTC. High capacity, speed 

the FD right for every application , including GEOS. 
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Speeds up disk access by up to 1 500% while 
retaining 100% compatibility with software 



Speeds up Loading, Saving, Verifying, Formatting and Reading/Writing of Program, Sequential, 
User and Relative files unlike cartridges which only speed up Loading and Saving of PRG files 
Built-in DOS Wedge plus 17 additonal features including file copier, text dump, printer toggle, 
and redefinable function keys make using your computer easier and more convenient 
ROM upgrade installs easily into most computers and disk drives. Supports C-64, 64C, SX-64, 
C-128, 128-D, 1541, 15 41C, 1541-11,1571, 1581 and more. 
wmmm mmmmmmmmmmmwmmmmsmmsm 




Power-Backed Expandable REU 



The fastest possible form of storage, RAMLink provides 
instant access to files and retains data while your 
computer is turned off. Easy to use and expandable up 
to 1 6 MB, RAMLink utilizes the same powerful operating 
system found in the HD. RAMLink also offers built-in 
JiffyDOS, SWAP feature, reset button, enable/disable 
switch, pass-thru port and RAM port for REU/GEORAM use. Ideal for those 
requiring maximum speed, expandability and compatibility with all types of 
software and hardware including GEOS. 
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